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EDITORIAL

We are delighted to inform our readers that the International Journal of
Polymer Analysis and Characterization (IJPAC) and our publisher Taylor & Francis
are members of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE).

COPE’s mission is to help scientific journals maintain their integrity, and
they do that by conducting research, publishing a members’ newsletter, organizing
presentations and seminars, and providing specific guidance to members on
issues relating to publication ethics. We urge you to visit COPE’s website at
http://publicationethics.org to learn more about COPE’s work and about ethical
issues relating to scientific publications, including conflict of interest, disputes over
authorship and data ownership, and plagiarism.

We have received permission from COPE to publish in this issue of IJPAC
COPE’s guidelines on handling article retractions. The guidelines were written by
Elizabeth Wager, Virginia Barbour, Steven Yentis, and Sabine Kleinert on COPE’s
behalf.

IJPAC has only rarely had to retract published articles, and we hope to avoid
retractions in future.

Josef Janča
Editor-in-Chief
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